The Descendants of Noah
were Mesopotamian, that is Sumerian, in origin, and influence is to be found in the sculpture of the Ass) Hittites and the Phoenicians. The arch, and the era were already being used in the oldest royal tombs in the fourth millennium, and their history can be f( Mesopotamian architecture for thousands of years to
In addition to its material civilisation, the spiritua of the Sumerians, through its influence on Hebrew is still a source of strength today, greater even than th of Rome. Horace and Ovid are read only by the few, whereas the Bible is known to all. The story of th from the Fall to the Flood, the best known story came into Hebrew literature from the Sumerians ai the captivity of Babylon the Jews came to know of B; spiritual culture, examples of which abound in the C ment. The Laws of Moses, which were to become ( cornerstones of Western civilisation, were laid do\\ principles of Sumerian justice.
We will ask Sir Leonard Woolley, to whom t owes much of the resurrection of the civilisation and from whose works we have largely borrowed, to this chapter.  His account of the Sumerians ends thu civilisation, lighting up a world still plunged in barbarism, was in the nature of a first cause.   We '. grown the phase when all the arts were traced to G: Greece was thought to have sprung, like Pallas, f from the brain of Olympian Zeus; we have learnt flower of genius drew its sap from Lydians and Hitt Phoenicia and Crete, from Babylon and Egypt.  But